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Pano: How Russia Turns (Dis)Information Into A Weapon   30’ 
Russia accuses Belgium of staging a poison gas attack in Syria. That kind of finger 
pointing is not new. In 2016, Russia also accuses Belgium, when the Syrian government 
attacked civilians in a bombing. But the facts tell something else. What is going on here? 
In this documentary we dive into the world of half-truths, polarization and disinforma-
tion. Is it Russia’s intention to no longer be able to decide what is true and what is not? 
We have a talk with the Belgian State Security and we also go to Finland, to show how 
this new war is raging (and fighting) primarily online.

Striving For Tomorrow   26’ 
A portrait of four young Nicaraguans, who each work for an uncertain future in their 
own way. In Nicaragua almost one out of five kids younger than 14 is working. As one 
of the poorest countries of the continent, child labour is an insoluble part of Nicaraguan 
culture. The reporters travelled through an authentic countryside and sweltering cities, 
where the line between child labour and just helping sometimes seemed to fade. How 
do children get stuck in a situation where working looks like the better option? And what 
drives them to do things differently than the generation before them?

Backlight: Wood Wide Web   50’ 
Forests make the earth and our climate liveable and enhance biodiversity. But modern 
man takes and cuts down (only last year 12 million hectares of forests), causing an 
unprecedented ecological crisis. This episode’s theme is the age-old intelligence of trees 
and forests. Every tree tells a story, and every old forest is at the same time a blueprint 
for a healthy human society: not homogeneous, but diverse and complex. That’s why 
VPRO Backlight visits the last primeval forests of North America and consults the trees 
in the forest - before it will be too late.

Pano: Youth For Climate   42’ 
For a few months, teenagers all over the world have been skipping school to fight for a 
more robust climate policy. This has brought them a lot of media attention and inter-
national followers, but also negative commentary. In just a few weeks’ time, they make 
international headlines. We follow the founders of Belgian organization Youth for Climate 
and meet their biggest inspiration Greta Thunberg in Brussels.

Backlight: Paul Kingsnorth, Portrait Of A Recovering Environmentalist   50’  
Former environmentalist and author Paul Kingsnorth has withdrawn to Ireland, to a rare 
and unspoilt part of the planet. You could say: to the end of the world. A portrait of an 
apocalyptic thinker who, nevertheless, never gives up hope and continues to have faith 
in the power of nature. Kingsnorth climbed the barricades as a nature conservationist 
at an early stage. Both close to home in England and on the other end of the world in 
Papua New Guinea did he oppose the insatiable hunger of the globalizing world for more 
land, raw materials and things.  

Backlight: Scramble For The North Pole   50’  
Now that the Arctic ice is melting due to climate change, waterways are formed in 
the summer, allowing ships to reach raw materials that were previously inaccessible. 
The resulting scramble among superpowers for nickel and gold mines puts a strain on 
geopolitical relations and has major consequences for the lives of the indigenous Arctic 
peoples. A striking visual report by photographers Kadir van Lohuizen and Yuri Kozyrev.  
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Backlight: Moral Machine   50’ 
The way in which man moves around will be drastically changed in the future. It won’t 
be long before self-driving cars will hit the road. Will these autonomous vehicles soon 
also be introduced in the cities? What moral dilemmas does this radical transition entail? 
For years, people have been fantasizing about the introduction of autonomously driven, 
and even flying, cars. These self-driving vehicles would cause a complete overhaul of 
mobility in the city. If we believe the industry, we are on the brink of a revolution and this 
will no longer just be fiction.

Devil’s Pie D’Angelo   84’  
Devil’s Pie is a psychological drama in the (musical) universe of D’Angelo. The film tells 
the story of a great musical talent who returns into the public arena after 14 years of 
absence in destruction. 
While we discover his musical vision and talents, the documentary tells the story of a 
man who is stuck between fears and dreams. It’s about the price of fame, the loneliness 
of an artist and the pressure of the music industry. 

Erwin Olaf – The Legacy   76’  
Renowned Dutch photographer Erwin Olaf is currently celebrating his 60th birthday 
with a major retrospective at Gemeentemuseum Den Haag (The Hague Municipal Muse-
um). In addition to this the Rijksmuseum (National Museum) in Amsterdam has gained 
possession of his “core collection” consisting of an impressive 500 iconic photographs 
spanning his career from  the 1980s until the present day. It is the largest collection of 
works by a living artist the museum has ever acquired. The works will be exhibited later 
this year, in July 2019.

Keepers   85’  
In football, most attention goes to scoring goals - to the attackers and the strikers. This 
film focuses on the individuals in the goal – the keepers. It is a nuanced and at times 
humorous psychological search for the motivation and wavering character traits of 
these solitary troopers. By following five peculiar football keepers, this documentary lets 
the audience in on the excitement that is waiting alone (in a far too big goal) for the inev-
itable counter goal. Keepers shows us that as soon as we accept that defence is fallible, 
we can be vulnerable and make real contact with the world around us.

Mother’s Balls   48’  
Mother’s Balls portrays Amber Vineyard, born in the United States and now living in 
Amsterdam, founder of the first Dutch ballroom house ‘House of Vineyard’. This ball-
room is not about quickstep, foxtrot or Viennese waltz, but about Vogue Fem, Runway 
and Sex Siren. Amber grew up in a strict American family where her creative outbursts 
were frowned upon. After she moved to The Netherlands, ballroom became a way to 
express herself.

Pano: The Secret Of Jehovah   36’ 
This documentary paints a disturbing picture of the internal functioning of the commu-
nity of Jehovah’s witnesses in Belgium. This shows how sexual child abuse has been 
structurally concealed for years within the organization through an internal legal system 
based on Biblical procedures. The reporters spoke with victims. They tell how they are 
not heard and helped within the organization and how to remain silent. They now come 
out with their story to protect future victims.

Science & Technology



 Travel Series 

www.dutch-core.com 4

Society & Human Interest

Booze   50’   70’ 
On an unfortunate day, filmmaker Leo de Boer falls from his bicycle. While Leo claims 
that his fall had nothing to do with his alcohol intake because ‘he didn’t drink anything’, 
the doctor that examines him confronts him with his alcohol consumption. He starts to 
wonder: how much do I really drink? And what is considered too much?  

Tao – Fighting For Football In China   60’ 
In 2015, Chinese football trainer Tao set up his own football school: The Beijing Magpies. 
In the shadow of the Chinese government’s football reform, he tries to educate the new 
Chinese generation not only on football skills. Where the national football reform should 
lead to a world championship for China, Tao is focussed on helping kids find their way in 
modern society. Pollution, the education system, the 1-child policy, obesity, money, and 
space, are all challenges in the way of Tao’s dream: running his own football club in the 
heart of Beijing.

STRETCH!   55’  
‘I am not the kind of parent who will be in the stands screaming and shouting,’ thinks 
director Esther Pardijs when her nine-year-old son is selected by the Royal Dutch 
Gymnastics Federation. But once she actually sits in the stands at the Dutch Cham-
pionships, she is just as competitive, proud, jealous and envious as the other parents. 
Surprised by her own fanaticism Pardijs decides to follow her son Roman and other 
parents and their children with her camera. STRETCH! shows the merciless regimen 
children who practice sports at the highest level have to subject themselves to and the 
struggles and dilemmas of their fretful parents.

Around The North Sea   10 x 45’ 
Each country that borders the North Sea boasts its own typical coastline. But the limits 
of the actual North Sea stretch much further than commonly thought. Beyond our own 
shores, there is a vast water world we barely know, a sea that created our history and 
connects the Belgians, the French, the English, the Scottish, the Norwegians, the Danes, 
the Germans and the Dutch. In this 10-episode documentary we will be exploring the 
rich history of our North Sea and collect amazing stories that unfold on and around the 
water.

Along the Banks of the Yangtzee   6 x 43’ and 6 x 30’  
This beautiful, cinematographic series takes us along the banks of the River Yangtze 
in China. From Shanghai (the most westernized part of China) to Shangri-La (the most 
authentic Chinese part) we discover the real China of today, 40 years after Mao’s death. 
How does the average Chinese person live and work nowadays? What are his or her 
ambitions and fears? And what is the impact of the economic progress? Ruben Terlou 
(fluent in Chinese) takes his camera along the river banks and interacts with the local 
people to capture the stories throughout his journey.

Through The Heart Of China   7 x 43’  
The series ‘Through the heart of China’ is sequel two of the successful series ‘Along 
the Banks of Yangtze’. Again host Ruben Terlou gets close to the Chinese people. He is 
present when some lanky Mongolian farmers hold a horserace on the dry grasslands. 
Or when an unmarried man is buried with the necessary rituals in the rural countryside 
of Shaanxi. He photographs homosexuals in Beijing, proud car owners in Guangzhou 
and gamblers in Macau. He climbs a 90-metre-high windmill and visits the caves of the 
Zhongnan Mountains.
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Chinese Dreams   4 x 30’   Available in November 2019
Where, in his previous series, he traced the River Yangtze, passing through China from 
north to sound, Ruben is now criss-crossing this huge country. The four episodes of 
this third series focus on the dreams of the Chinese people, dreams about the future of 
their country, love, their children. Watching them makes it clear how fast China has been 
developing under the leadership of President Xi Jinping, and how those developments 
affect the lives of the Chinese people. But also that dreams sometimes don’t come true.

Ersin In Wonderland 2   4 x 35’   nominated for a Silver Nipkow Disc Award
In four new episodes of Ersin in Wonderland 2, Ersin Kiris explores the two faces of 
holiday destinations. In a dual role as a journalist and a tourist, he travels, among other 
places, to Hoi An in Vietnam and visits the volcanoes around Antigua, Guatemala. He 
is fascinated with popular holiday destinations. In Ersin in Wonderland, Ersin explores 
what is hidden behind the façades of the holiday paradises. There is so much that you 
don’t see, that gets lost in conversation, or that you just don’t understand.

Food For Thought  Season 1   6 x 50’   Season 2   8 x 50’ 
Eating is so much more than just functional, it defines the way in which we live. Not 
just what we eat, but how and with whom we communicate, as we sit around the table 
with family, friends, talking of disappointments and of plans. Food binds us, makes us 
who we are. In this series, Jeroen visits communities which have always fascinated him. 
These are different, insular groups of people, but with food he uses the one thing that 
binds us all – because even in closed communities, the kitchen door is often slightly ajar.

How To Be Gay   6 x 40’  
In How to Be Gay, Journalist Margriet van der Linden examines the question of what it’s 
like to be gay. In six episodes she visits various countries including Russia, China, Leba-
non and England. Her journey leads to a series of special and intimate encounters with 
people who talk about their own sexual orientation. To what extent are they able to be 
themselves? And what must they do or not do in order to be accepted?

Romancing The Globe!   18 x 20’  
In Romancing The Globe Dutch couple Erik and Caroline take the viewer along on their 
trips to the most special places on the planet. They immerse themselves in inte resting 
cultures, enjoy stunning nature and learn from the passionate people they meet.
From watching grizzlies devouring salmon in British Columbia to a picnic on the rocky 
shores of Capri. From a snowy trip by husky sled to Lapland’s Ice Hotel to watching 
green sea turtles hatch in the early morning sun on a beach in Oman. With their cheerful 
and informative personal reports they highlight the romance of travelling together and 
inspire their audience to turn time into quality time.

Cuba After Castro   2 x 50’  
In the two-part travel series Cuba after Castro, we follow the Cuban-Dutch Yuri Capetillo 
Hardy on his emotionally charged return to his native country. When he was 19, he fled 
Cuba to leave the poverty, the hopelessness, and the omnipresent Fidel as far behind 
as he possibly could. Sixteen years later, he desperately wonders whether he made the 
right choice. Didn’t he give up on his country too easily?
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