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Backlight: Corona Crash
30’
The COVID-19 virus is sweeping through the financial
markets. Stock markets worldwide are plunging and rising
briefly. Backlight investigates what is happening in this parallel
world, where exchange floors are closed but some are already
bargain hunting? Via video calls, we discuss the world’s financial
situation with a colourful group of investors, traders and
financial analysts. People who have a lot to lose, but who can
often afford it as well.

Backlight: Taxi in Lockdown
30’
Taxi drivers worldwide are hit hard by the COVID-19 crisis.
Since the success of the Uber app and other ride share services,
many of them work as self-employed professionals. Not only do
they lose their income; with the few customers they still have,
drivers are at greater risk of contamination. The documentary
shows intimate portraits of seven independent taxi drivers in
New York, Amsterdam, Rio de Janeiro, Wuhan, Tehran, Kisumu
and Tel Aviv. The drivers share their stories, their struggles and
their abandoned cities. How are they affected by the pandemic?

Backlight: Tomorrow’s Virus
42’
What will tomorrow’s virus look like? And how can we prepare
for it? Our globalised world makes us vulnerable and no one will
be safe from the next virus. For many doctors and scientists,
the current COVID-19 crisis came as no surprise. In Tomorrow’s
Virus, Ron Fouchier, virologist at Erasmus Medical Center and a
key figure in virology answers the urgent questions of our time.
What new viruses can we expect in the future? Can humans
outsmart them and arm themselves?

Pano: Inside Corona
40’
Inside Corona offers a unique behind-the-scenes insight into
the COVID-19 crisis. The patients and the tireless staff of a
University Hospital each fight their own battle. How does the
disease progresses? The hospital braces itself but is ready for
who knows how much patients to come. In the meantime, a
team of virologists is testing for a cure. Is there hope for a
quick vaccine?
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Activism
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Backlight: Black Lives Matter
50’
‘We are a generation that has been completely consumed by
the police and prison state.’ In Black Lives Matter, co-founder of
the movement Patrisse Cullors talks about the various forms of
violence against black citizens in the USA, and why resistance
is essential. As an activist and artist, she gives the stories of
her peers a stage. In her 2015 performance POWER: From the
Mouths of the Occupied, local community actors share the
impact of state violence on their lives. The recent events
underline that her mission is as relevant now as it was ever.

Backlight: Fighting for the Truth 30’ and 50’
With the COVID-19 crisis, it has become clear that China is
gaining influence in the world order. So how can we try to
understand the country, when it is difficult to get reliable
information? Officially released figures are debatable and critical
Chinese citizens are at risk. The influential Chinese artist Ai Wei
Wei speaks about his experience with censorship and the
policies of the Communist Party. What role remains for
independent thinkers, activists and artists in today’s China,
especially with the new security law in Hong Kong?

Backlight: Looking at the Rich 30’ and 50’
‘Taxes, taxes, and the rest is bullshit!’ Historian Rutger Bregman
stated during the World Economic Forum in Davos last year, the
annual get-together for the super rich. To the whole world, he
pointed out a painful fact: the super rich pay far too little taxes
and thus contribute to the increasing inequality and poverty of
public services. Philanthropists give generously, but often avoid
normal loads. Why don’t we tax the rich like ordinary citizens?
And what would be the effect if we did?
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Truus’ Children 60’ and 90’
Before and during WWII, the Dutch war hero Truus
Wijsmuller saved the lives of thousands of Jewish children.
She was a woman so convinced of her mission that she flew to
Vienna to negotiate a deal with Adolf Eichmann to let 10.000
mostly Jewish children leave their birth countries and flee to
England and the Netherlands. In this documentary, 23 of the
children look back on the extrordinary events. Together with an
authentic recording of Truus Wijsmuller, a story about how to
make a difference unfolds that the world needs to see.

Children of the Holocaust
6x50’
In Children of the Holocaust, Jewish victims and their children
talk about the suffering their families endured during the
Holocaust. How were their lives impacted by the persecution?
They vary in age, are from different walks of life and have each
followed their designated path. However, what they have in
common is the burden of war history resting on their shoulders.
The result is a haunting series that shows how the horror of the
Holocaust has deeply scarred the next generation.

In Europe
10x45’
Can you recognize history when you’re in the middle of it?
Personal stories form the basis of the series In Europe. Stories
of eyewitnesses who – perhaps without realizing it - were part
of historical events, which can subsequently be seen as a “key
moment”. Optimism at the turn of the century gave way to fear
and confusion after the attacks on the Twin Towers, the credit
crunch, an increasing influx of refugees and an increasingly
poor relationship with Russia. What will be next?

They Call Me Babu
87’
In the 1940’s, native Indonesian girls work as nannies for
colonial Dutch families. The young Alima decides to escape
from an arranged marriage and work as a nanny to care for
baby Jantje. Through all her new impressions and thoughts,
she looks critically at colonial society and her own position. She
experiences World War II, the Japanese occupation, and afterwards the hard-fought independence of Indonesia. All these
years Alima remained loyal to the child, but she was also loyal
to Riboet, her beloved who fought in the Independence War.

www.dutch-core.com

3

Gender & Orientation
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Backlight: Manosphere
30’
Women play a more prominent role than ever before in our
education, economy and society. Some men are even conviced
the world has become ‘over-feminised’. These past years the
so-called ‘manosphere’ experienced a major growth. This online
movement is a lively community of thousands of websites,
blogs and message boards. The members are convinced that
the male has been alienated from his true nature and roots.
Backlight penetrates deeply into this world and outlines a
possible future of relations between the sexes.

Backlight: Dear Passengers
50’
In the Netherlands, you’ll no longer hear the announcement
‘ladies and gentlemen’ when travelling by train. This has been
replaced with ‘dear passengers’ to adress all travelers, including
people who don’t feel comfortable within the traditional binary.
From the moment we are born, humans are socialized to
understand the world through so-called ‘false oppositions’: if
you are a man you are not a woman, and vice versa. We
explore the future of sex and gender with people who do not fit
their assigned ‘box’ or who do not wish to be pushed into one.

Do You Have Kids?
80’
While the number of fertility clinics is growing fast, the number
of people who have to deal with infertility and childlessness
also increases. This personal documentary shows the struggle
of lnés ten Berge (49). lnés reflects on her fertility treatments,
her inability to find peace of mind and the reactions of others.
In the documentary, she interviews others who are undesired
childless. To find out if a last attempt to get pregnant is still an
option, lnés visits a Finnish fertility doctor. Perhaps there is a
way...

How To Be Gay
2x40’
In How To Be Gay, the crew investigates of what it’s like to be
gay around the globe. In a two-part series, we travel to the
United States and China. In Los Angeles, we visit a worldfamous gay choir to talk about the devastating effect of the
AIDS epidemic. In China, we see queer people struggle with
the still existing taboos. The journey leads to a series of special
and intimate encounters with people who talk about their own
sexual orientation. What must they do or not do in order to be
accepted?
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Gender & Orientation
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Mrs. Faber
56’
In the early eighties, tough trucker Harm marries shy country
girl Siepie. Thirty years later Harm tells her of his deepest
desire: to become a woman. In spite of losing her husband and
her fear for the remarks of their neighbours, Siepie supports
Harm and gives him the freedom to openly live as Harriette.
Mrs. Faber shows how Harriette holds her own in her
male-dominated world of dirt track racing and truck driving. All
of this makes for a film which is as moving as it is light-hearted,
largely carried by Harriette’s humor and down-to-earthiness.

Yab Yum
75’
Yab Yum, Amsterdam’s most legendary brothel, was forced
to close its doors after the exclusive club turned into a dodgy
criminal hub. The people who once formed the inner circle now
look back on their eventful past with nostalgia, before they
surrendered to a civilised life. They share their stories
vividly, tales both extravagant and painful, about how it all went
wrong. Away from the glitter and glamour, for better or worse,
Yab Yum and its glory days is more than just a fading memory.
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A Violent Home
23’
Since October 2016, there has been a conflict between
English-speaking separatist groups and the predominantly
French-speaking government in Cameroon. What began as a
peaceful protest by teachers and lawyers, degenerated into
violence after the protest was forcefully suppressed by the
army. More than half a million people are on the run in their
own country. Yet there are strong women in Cameroon who,
each in their own way, continue to strive for a peaceful solution.

Little Survivors
30’
In a landscape that radiates an idyllic innocence, Little Survivors
tells the story of four Yezidi children. The Yezidi community was
severely attacked by IS during the war in 2014. The children
became victims of human trafficking, separated from their
families, deployed as slaves or trained as child soldiers in
Raqqa. Their verbal testimony is linked to a “sandplay” session:
a therapeutic intervention with miniatures in a sandbox. How
does a child deal with this traumatic experience and how does
this influence their daily life?

Máxima: Special Advocate
45’
Queen Máxima of the Netherlands is an absolute favourite
among royalty enthusiasts. But far from the palace and protocol
she has a completely different career: that of a special advocate
for the United Nations. 1,7 billion people do not have access to
basic financial products like bank cards or small business loans.
To change that fact, we see her meeting with government leaders, travelling the dirt roads of Ethiopia, but also finding time
to call her daughters before they go to bed. Máxima: Special
Advocate is a unique portrait of a queen on a mission.

The Eternal War in Iraq
50’
Iraq is in a grip. The rocket attack on a top Iranian general at
Baghdad airport drags Iraq into the geopolitical conflict
between Iran and the US. Back in 2003, the people of Iraq
cheered when the statue of the dictator Saddam Hussein finally
went down on Firdos Square. But the following decades, Iraqi
society became increasingly disrupted. Experts and crown
witnesses who have experienced the conflicts up close offer
a unique insight into the seemingly insoluble conflict in their
country. Who will ever succeed in uniting the people of Iraq?
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Investigation
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Cold Case: Britta Cloetens
3x30’
In Cold Case, court journalists reconstruct the investigation
into the sensational disappearance of the 25-year-old Britta
Cloetens. On April 23, 2011, Britta visited a car dealership near
Antwerp in Belgium. She never came home. What started as a
worrying disappearance soon became a murder
investigation. Tijl Teckmans, the salesman of the showroom,
was identified as a suspect. The documentary is based on
exclusive access to the investigation file, many video interviews
of the suspect and conversations with Britta’s parents.

Fatum: Room 216
55’
On a Sunday afternoon, a highly educated man is being asked
by the police to help with the investigation of the disappearance
of three women of which two have been violated and
murdered. During the thorough, lengthy and highly
civilized, politely conducted interview, we see the two men
being condemned to spend hours in the same room. The
suspects life slowly is drifting apart and eventually a truth
approaching Dante’s hell is being confessed.
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Science & Technology
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Backlight Shorts: Big Space Waste Cleanup
10’
Dutch artist and innovator Daan Roosegaarde is on a mission
to clean up space. Over 100 million pieces of ‘space waste’,
debris of discarded satellites and rockets, are littering the space
surrounding the earth. At a speed of 25,000 km per hour, a
collision could have catastrophic consequences for
communication on earth. How can we clean up space, and who
is going to do it? Will our planet become imprisoned by its own
space waste?

Backlight Shorts: A Basic Income for Everyone 10’
Historian Rutger Bregman put the basic income on the worldwide political agenda four years ago. At least nine Dutch cities
announced experiments. Bregman became an often invited
speaker around the world. What is the current situation? And
how do we ensure that the basic income can become
future-proof?

Backlight Shorts: The Future of Fashion
10’
Backlight shows five future fashion pioneers who make their
industry future-proof by experimenting with new fabrics, reuse
and hi-tech design. Their ‘fashion of the future’ goes fairly
beyond sustainability alone. They also force us to look
differently at beauty and the role that clothing plays in our
lives. Will we all end up wearing that one ultimate garment that
changes with our moods, protects us from bacteria, repairs
itself and never needs to be washed again?
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Science & Technology
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Backlight Shorts: Beyond the Green Horizon 10’
What will the future sustainable world look like? That is the big
question, now that the global transition towards sustainable
energy is gaining momentum. For the growth of sustainable
energy involves a lot more changes than just the colour of the
power supplied to our homes. How will we build, how will our
mobility be impacted, and will energy, one day, be free?

Backlight Shorts: Conquering Our DNA
10’
Estonia has set up a biobank where the DNA of almost 150,000
inhabitants are soon be stored. This way, the most digitized
country in the world wants to set up preventive and personalized health care based on DNA. It’s clear: DNA analysis has the
future. But how do we protect our data?

Backlight Shorts: The Doughnut Economy 10’
What do we do when markets are inefficient and eternal growth
has unwanted consequences? Time for a new economic model.
After the increase in consumer’s purchasing power, we do shop
a lot. Unfortunately also CO2 emissions and inequality are rising
fast. What’s can we do to stop this? British economist Kate
Raworth uses a powerful picture for a new circular economy:
the doughnut. Our economic activities should not fly out of
bend, but grow within limits, as in an ideal circle.

Backlight Shorts: Scramble for the North Pole
10’
The melting of the polar ice-cap is altering the map of the
world. The world’s superpowers are facing off for the rights to
mine the region for its treasures. Two renowned photographers,
Kadir van Lohuizen and Yuri Kozyrev, travel to the North Pole
region to record the effects of climate change. In North
America, they meet with a group of Canadian soldiers and with
the American coastguard in the outer reaches of Alaska. In
Russia, they visit the gigantic gas fields of the melting Tundra
where they board an icebreaker.
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Nature & Environment
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Into the World’s Biggest Tulip Garden 2x45’
In spring, the fields of the Netherlands explode into a rainbow
of color. Millions of bulbs are planted in the Keukenhof, the
country’s most famous park. For 70 years, landscape architects
have created the most beautiful displays of spring flowers.
Because of COVID-19 the park is currently closed, but we are
able to give your viewers an extraordinary view of the famous
Dutch tulips.

Backlight Wood Wide Web 50’
Forests make the earth and our climate liveable and enhance
biodiversity. But modern man takes and cuts down (only last
year 12 million hectares of forests), causing an unprecedented
ecological crisis. The theme of Wood Wide Web is the age-old
intelligence of trees and forests. Every old forest has evolved
through thousands of years, which makes it a blueprint for
a healthy human society: one that’s not homogeneous, but
diverse and complex. Backlight visits the last primeval forests of
North America andc onsults the trees - before it’s too late.
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Travel series
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Rail Awail
NEW EPISODES 7x25’
Rail Away is a series about remarkable railways around the
world. With the train acting as a guide, we traverse by a
number of special locations. During the journey, the landscape,
history and local culture are highlighted. In this series, we travel trough the breathtaking French Alpes and past the tranquil
lakes of Sweden. In Poland, the crew searches for the golden
Nazi train that disappeared at the end of World War II. It is
possible to cherry-pick epsiodes.

Wheelchair Roadmovie
3x40’
What does Europe look like through the eyes of people with
a physical disability? This is the question that filmmaker Mari
Sanders, who uses a wheelchair due to his cerebral palsy, sets
out to answer during an unusual journey through Europe. While
criss-crossing Europe, Mari tries to find out what connects and
divides Europeans from his own perspective, which leads to
eye-opening encounters. He challenges us to re-examine our
own dilemmas, dreams and ideals, and above all repeatedly
demonstrates the universal power of perseverance.

Romancing the Globe
18x22’
Nowadays, people want to experience something special, away
from their busy lives. In this travel series, we take you to the
most romantic places on the planet. From Thailand’s white
beaches to cozy cafes in Paris, this is your chance to discover
nature, culture and adventure together. Romancing the
Globe offers inspiration! In Lapland, every year 50 artists sculp
from crystal clear ice a completely unique hotel, including a
wedding chapel and an Ice Bar: drinks not “on the rocks” but
“in the rocks”.

www.dutch-core.com

11

Image: Into the World’s Biggest Tulip Garden

Contact
Dutch CORE Media,
Bart de Graaffweg 2, 1217 ZL Hilversum, The Netherlands
www.dutch-core.com, info@dutch-core.nl

Michael Spendel 		

Managing Director +31 6 13 37 67 04 m.spendel@dutch-core.nl

Margaret Stanneveld

Manager Sales

+31 6 51 13 50 80 m.stanneveld@dutch-core.nl

Mireille van der Laan
		
Lorraine Joore 		

Sales Executive

+31 6 25 63 84 88 m.vanderlaan@dutch-core.nl

Sales Executive

+31 6 29 49 88 09 l.joore@dutch-core.nl

Fira Zorge 			

Sales Coordinator

+31 6 29 49 83 12 f.zorge@dutch-core.nl

