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Best selling documentaries Image: Etgar Keret

Etgar Keret: Based on a True Story     54’     
International Emmy Award Winner 2018 
People from all over the world have come to love Israeli writer Etgar 
Keret for his surreal short stories and his hilarious live perfor-
mances. Both Keret’s stories and the anecdotes from his own life, 
share the fact that they are very relatable despite their incredible 
absurdities. How did Keret become such an amazing storyteller? 
Through animations of his stories, re-enactments of his anecdotes 
and peeks behind the scenes, the film makers try to find out why 
Keret’s constant storytelling has kept him alive.

The Children of Ruinerwold      4x45’         
On October 13, 2019, the Dutch village Ruinerwold becomes world 
news when a hidden farm is discovered. One of the children who 
lives there runs away and asks for help. Together with his sibling, 
he turns out to have led a secret, unrecorded life for years. The four 
eldest children tell their exclusive story in this 4-episode documen-
tary series. They talk about their hidden existence, the faith of their 
father and the alleged abuse within the family. The documentary 
shows them as they celebrate a birthday for the first time, receive 
their own ID and visit their father in prison.

Dance or Die      54’      International Emmy Award Winner 2019
Dance or die is the motto of Syrian dancer Ahmad Joudeh - it’s 
tattooed in his neck. lt’s his answer to the threats he received from 
IS. Dance is Ahmad’s life, but it’s become impossible for him to 
practice dance in his war-torn city of birth Damascus. However, his 
talent and perseverance doesn’t go unnoticed. Ted Brandsen, 
director of the National Ballet in Amsterdam, invites Ahmad to 
come to the Netherlands. Soon he gains international recognition 
and performs along side his heroes. Yet he struggles with his new 
life. What is the price he pays for his newly acquired freedom? 

Backlight: Beyond Emoji     50’
Every day, we send each other 7 billion emoji worldwide. Although 
we can no longer imagine our everyday communications without 
those colourful little icons, we don’t know all that much about the 
Unicode Emoji Committee. The committee - consisting of
representatives of large tech companies, such as Apple, Google, 
Facebook and Microsoft - in California, decides which emoji are, or 
are not, included in our keyboards. Backlight got a foot in the door. 
What does the future of our communication look like?
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Masterpiece      30x40’     NEW SEASON              
New York Festivals TV & Film Award Winner    
In the fourth season of Masterpiece, a new team of top experts 
takes on the ultimate challenge: reconstructing famous Dutch 
masterpieces from artists such as Vermeer, Van Gogh and Alma-
Tadema. In the process, the experts pull out all the stops to get as 
close as possible to the artist’s technique, style and perception of 
the world. Is there a secret behind these great masterpieces?

Art & Design Image: Under Tomorrow’s Sky

Under Tomorrow’s Sky     52’ | 70’     NEW             
Award winner Berlin International Art Film Festival 2021
In Under Tomorrow’s Sky, architect and urbanist Winy Maas 
takes over the world with his innovative designs. Maas is one of the 
founders of the prestigious firm MVRDV, a company that realises 
iconic projects around the globe. It’s a film about a passionate man 
who’s mission is to find solutions for the city of the future. 
According to Maas, the future urban townplanning includes a 
garden, squares, a day care centre, cafés and workspaces at a hight 
of 100 or 150 meters. And it’s his dream to witness that happen.
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Human Interest & Society Image:  Farewell Paradise

Farewell Paradise      96’ 
Prix de Soleure competition SOLOTHURNER FILMTAGE 2021         
Four sisters and their mother suddenly have to leave their 
paradise-like family life in the free and prosperous Bahamas of the 
1960s, to end up in frugal and narrow-minded Switzerland. What 
happened exactly? And how do they process all this? Each of the 
sisters appears to have a very own version of events and deals 
with them very differently. As in an exciting detective, the life story 
of this family is gradually unravelled.

Your Mum and Dad      75’ 
In Czechoslovakia before the upheaval of World War II, Michael 
Moskowitz’s mother left home at seventeen. What followed was 
a lifetime of trauma and dislocation for both her and her son. 
After 17 years of documenting one man’s struggle to heal from a 
generational wound, film maker Klaartje Quirijns turns the camera 
on herself to reveal her own family’s devastating trauma. Using a 
wealth of home movies and archival images – as well as taped the-
rapy sessions - Your Mum and Dad is an exploration of the powerful 
dynamics of family relationships and the way they shape our lives. 

Skies Above Hebron     55’     
Official selection Biografilm Festival 2021     
The brothers Amer and Anas simply love pigeons and spend days
catching them on their roof in the Palestinian old city of Hebron.
The birds fly freely, but the brothers are continuously watched
by Israeli settlers and soldiers from the rooftop posts. The more
thoughtful Marwaan lives on a street opposite a large Israeli
settlement. He resists human right violations in his neighborhood
by filming the conflicts. Can the boys stay out of trouble? 

The Eternal War in Afghanistan      54’                 NEW                        
September 11, 2001. For the United States a national trauma 
triggering the invasion of Afghanistan, where al-Qaeda leader 
Osama Bin Laden had been given shelter. The plan was clear: to 
sweep the Taliban off the map, install a new state structure and 
bring democracy. Now, 20 years later, the Western troops have 
left the country and the Taliban resumed control. What will happen 
next? The documentary features exclusive interviews with key 
figures within the Taliban. The Eternal War is a series of documen-
taries about the conflicts in Iraq, Somalia and Afghanistan. 
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Science & Technology Image: INFECTED

Backlight: Perfect Me     50’     NEW
We filter our selfies en masse online to make ourselves look better, 
but injecting fillers into ‘real’ lips and buttocks has also really taken 
off. Being beautiful has never been so important, because beauty 
pays! Living up to the prevalent beauty ideal has many advanta-
ges, not just in the dating market but also when looking for a job, 
accommodation and a network. Research also shows that beauty 
standards globally have grown to resemble one another. But who 
decides what is beautiful? And what will the beauty ideal of the 
future look like? 

Backlight: Seeing Is Believing     50’     NEW        
We are living in an ‘infocalypse’, says British disinformation expert 
Nina Schick. She states that our society is suffering from informa-
tion overload that blurs the distinction between ‘information’ and 
‘disinformation’. In this documentary, we look into what is ‘real’ and 
what is ‘fake’. Through the emergence of social media, information 
bubbles and the possibilities offered by Deepfakes, we no longer 
live in a world of shared reality. We explore the future with three 
prominent thinkers that highlights both the perils and the positive 
potential of this media.  

Backlight: Technology As Religion     50’        
In our contemporary society, religion has a new competitor: 
Dataism. Dataism is the belief that ultimately everything, including 
life itself, is nothing more than data. The philosophy promises a 
programmable paradise, in which artificial intelligence can give us 
eternal life, happiness and beauty. What does Dataism mean for the 
future of religion and spirituality?  

INFECTED     4x50’                            
In the series INFECTED, we follow inspiring scientists who devote 
themselves heart and soul to tackling a vitally important challenge: 
the improvement of international healthcare, to the benefit of us all. 
We accompany them to remote Congolese villages, to the Ama-
zon rainforest of Brazil, to the agricultural fields of Ethiopia and to 
remote Vietnamese indigenous minority settlements. Their mission 
is to battle infectious diseases like ebola, zika, dengue, HIV, malaria, 
COVID-19 and the forgotten but still dangerous sleeping sickness 
and leishmaniasis.  
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A Journey of 1000 Miles Starts With a Single Step     53’   
On the vast Mongolian steppe, climate change has a huge impact 
on the lives of traditional herders and their horses. Sustainable 
manufactured horse hides can play a key role in the survival of 
nomadic herding. Two entrepreneurs, the Dutch Matthea and 
the Mongolian Zack, set up a traceable horse leather chain while 
keeping the local cultural values alive. But sustainability is not a 
simple checklist, especially not in the leather sector. Together, Zack 
and Matthea overcome many difficulties to fulfill their dream. 

Backlight: Running A Business and Saving the World     45’        
Shareholder capitalism is a business model fixed on shareholder 
value and profit maximization. In recent years, this model has been 
widely criticized. The COVID-19 crisis caused an extra stir when 
companies that have generated huge profits such as Booking.com 
asked for government support. A growing group of entrepreneurs 
is experimenting how to work differently. They believe the starting 
point of a business should be a social and sustainable mission, 
not a means to maximize economic gain. How do we make good 
money?

Sustainability Image: A Journey of 1000 Miles 

Backlight: The Race For A Super Battery     50’     NEW        
We are rapidly developing ways to generate energy sustainably, 
but one of the biggest challenges of energy transition is storage. 
Efficient and effective storage is essential if we are to be able to 
manage peaks and troughs in wind and solar energy. All over the 
world, storage techies and battery pioneers are searching for ways 
to store sustainably generated energy. From the development of 
fast batteries to storing heat in basalt and salt. And from using iron 
powder to carry energy, to constructing enormous towers of blocks 
that lift concrete blocks to store and distribute energy.

Backlight: Time Rebels   50’     NEW        
Australian-British philosopher and political scientist Roman 
Krznaric calls on us to be better ancestors. So that our children’s 
children will remember us as agents for change. However, we are 
currently still too focused on short-term thinking which Krznaric 
– who also happens to be married to economist Kate Raworth, 
famous for her work on ‘doughnut economics’ – feels we should 
abandon. According to him, we are usurping the future and future 
generations should be given a say in today’s political decisions.
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The Dutch Are Coming      5x50’     Documentary series 2023 
In five episodes that can also serve as standalone documentaries, 
director Olivier van der Zee shows the tremendous problems 
caused by sea level rise that is threatening the livelihoods of hund-
reds of millions of people across the world. However, the Dutch 
have dealt with this problems for centuries. The series focusses on 
the solutions Dutch engineers and scientists are exporting in order
to protect them and their future. It is a fight of David against 
Goliath, man against the elements. Can the Dutch make a
difference?

Projects Image: The Dutch Are Coming!

The Cycle Club     28-day interactive project           
Half of the people have a uterus, yet most know little about the 
associated hormone cycle. Isn’t that weird? The Cycle Club is an 
interactive project that explores the wonderful world of the cycle 
live, via Telegram, and does not shy away from taboo. In the closed 
environment of their smartphone, participants receive daily videos, 
audio messages or infographics that match the moment they are 
in their cycle. They can discuss this with each other and exchange 
experiences. The four hosts collaborate with gynaecologists and 
other hormone experts to explore the cycle. 

CAGED By My Eating Disorder     50’     Documentary 2021
There comes a moment in everyone’s life when they are forced to 
face the hardest struggle imaginable. For me, Laura, that moment 
was my eating disorder. Anorexia nervosa. At my lowest point, I 
weighed 35,8 kg. My heart could stop beating any moment. This 
documentary tells my story: from happy girl exploring the world, to 
an emaciated body and foggy soul. With the help of experts and the 
people that are close to me, I give a deeper insight into how eating 
disorders might develop. I want to break the taboo that still rests 
on the subject. 
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