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Best-selling documentaries
The Children of Ruinerwold

Image: Skies Above Hebron

4x45’

On October 13, 2019, the Dutch village Ruinerwold becomes world
news when a hidden farm is discovered. One of the children who
lives there runs away and asks for help. Together with his sibling,
he turns out to have led a secret, unrecorded life for years. The four
eldest children tell their exclusive story in this 4-episode documentary series. They talk about their hidden existence, the faith of their
father and the alleged abuse within the family. The documentary
shows them as they celebrate a birthday for the first time, receive
their own ID and visit their father in prison.

Skies Above Hebron 55’
Official selection Biografilm Festival 2021

The brothers Amer and Anas simply love pigeons and spend days
catching them on their roof in the Palestinian old city of Hebron.
The birds fly freely, but the brothers are continuously watched
by Israeli settlers and soldiers from the rooftop posts. The more
thoughtful Marwaan lives on a street opposite a large Israeli
settlement. He resists human right violations in his neighborhood
by filming the conflicts. Can the boys stay out of trouble?

Backlight: Seeing Is Believing

50’

We are living in an ‘infocalypse’, says British disinformation expert
Nina Schick. She states that our society is suffering from information overload that blurs the distinction between ‘information’ and
‘disinformation’. In this documentary, we look into what is ‘real’ and
what is ‘fake’. Through the emergence of social media, information
bubbles and the possibilities offered by Deepfakes, we no longer
live in a world of shared reality. We explore the future with three
prominent thinkers that highlights both the perils and the positive
potential of this media.

Backlight: Perfect Me

50’

We filter our selfies en masse online to make ourselves look better,
but injecting fillers into ‘real’ lips and buttocks has also really taken
off. Being beautiful has never been so important, because beauty
pays! Living up to the prevalent beauty ideal has many advantages, not just in the dating market but also when looking for a job,
accommodation and a network. Research also shows that beauty
standards globally have grown to resemble one another. But who
decides what is beautiful? And what will the beauty ideal of the
future look like?
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Art & Culture

Image: Masterpiece

Paul Blanca: This film Will Save Your Life

90’

NEW

Because of his uncompromising, sometimes violent behaviour, Paul
Blanca, one of the most important photographers in the Netherlands, is in danger of disappearing into obscurity. In a possibly futile
attempt to save a fading life from an inglorious demise, filmmaker
Ramon Gieling filmed Blanca on what turned out to be his last
journey. After a lifetime of drug- and alcohol abuse, he died at the
age of 62 in October 2021. With the camera we witness Blanca’s
struggle against the transience of his body and the inexorable
passing of time. Until finally only photos remain.

LICHT - Stockhausen’s Legacy

90’

Brilliant... Megalomaniac... Unstageable – these are just some of
the words that have been used to describe the mammoth opera
cycle LICHT (Light), the most radical project in the history of music
theatre, written by the legendary and controversial composer
Karlheinz Stockhausen. He spent 26 years writing this larger-thanlife opera, which would take days to perform and was completed
only in 2003, six years before his death. But his magnum opus was
never staged, because no opera company was brave (or rash)
enough to produce it. Until now.

Masterpiece 30x40’ NEW SEASON
New York Festivals TV & Film Award Winner

In the fourth season of Masterpiece, a new team of top experts
takes on the ultimate challenge: reconstructing famous Dutch
masterpieces from artists such as Vermeer, Van Gogh and AlmaTadema. In the process, the experts pull out all the stops to get as
close as possible to the artist’s technique, style and perception of
the world. Is there a secret behind these great masterpieces?

Under Tomorrow’s Sky 52’ | 70’
Award winner Berlin International Art Film Festival 2021

In Under Tomorrow’s Sky, architect and urbanist Winy Maas
takes over the world with his innovative designs. Maas is one of the
founders of the prestigious firm MVRDV, a company that realises
iconic projects around the globe. It’s a film about a passionate man
who’s mission is to find solutions for the city of the future.
According to Maas, the future urban townplanning includes a
garden, squares, a day care centre, cafés and workspaces at a hight
of 100 or 150 meters. And it’s his dream to witness that happen.
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Current Affairs
Retour Caliphate

Image: Alone Against the State

50’

In Retour Caliphate, journalist Sinan Can travels to Northern Syria,
the place where IS was beaten in 2019. He managed to get permission to interview three European IS-prisoners. Hundreds of these
European IS-men are in detention in Kurdish territory and want to
return to their homeland. What motivated them to join IS and what
they now think of the ideology? Sinan also talks with Yazidi-women
who were recently freed. They can’t return to their communities,
because their children, born when they were enslaved and whose
fathers are IS-men, are not accepted by their own people.

Backlight: Wall Street’s Gold Rush

50’

Investing is popular. The endless data flows we all generate,
however, have forever changed the dynamics of the stock market.
In principle, the stock exchange ought to be a level playing field
where everyone has access to the same information. Be that as it
may, terabytes of data have imperceptibly made their appearance on the stock market. Smart companies are responding to this
development by delving into the mountains of data that are being
collected about all of us before the rest of the market. Who benefits
the most from this?

Alone Against the State

54’

Dutch officials discovered that for years, the Tax and Customs
Administration in the Netherlands had been wrongfully accusing
thousands of people of fraud. The administration ordered these
parents to repay childcare allowances, which caused them to build
up huge debts. People who objected were deliberately opposed. In
the documentary Alone Against the State, five mothers who became
victims share the chilling stories of how their lives and that of their
children were destroyed by a state system deprived of humanity.

The Eternal War in Afghanistan

54’

September 11, 2001. For the United States a national trauma
triggering the invasion of Afghanistan, where al-Qaeda leader
Osama Bin Laden had been given shelter. The plan was clear: to
sweep the Taliban off the map, install a new state structure and
bring democracy. Now, 20 years later, the Western troops have
left the country and the Taliban resumed control. What will happen
next? The documentary features exclusive interviews with key
figures within the Taliban. The Eternal War is a series of documentaries about the conflicts in Iraq, Somalia and Afghanistan.
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Human Interest & Society
Mademoiselle Andrée

51’

Image: Salah

NEW

A heartfelt documentary about 100-year-old Andrée Geulen, a
Belgian teacher who saved thousands of Jewish children during
WWII. In 1942, she noticed that Jewish pupils disappeared from her
class. Andrée decided to join the resistance organization CDJ
(Comité de Défense des Juifs). With the organisation, she managed
to save more than 2000 Jewish children by placing them in Catholic
families and monasteries. In the documentary, the makers
reconstruct this history on the basis of testimonies from Andrée
Geulen herself, her daughters and two of the children she rescued.

Jason

90’

Salah

4x50’

Winner IDFA Award Best Dutch Film

A painfully frank portrait of 22-year-old Jason as he undergoes
trauma therapy. As in the two previous documentaries from director Maasja Ooms, Alicia and Punks, the film is a critical observation
from a very personal point of view. Ooms closely follows Jason as
he struggles with the psychological effects of a traumatic childhood, which were only intensified when he was taken into juvenile
residental care at the age of 16. In this film, we see Jason not only
as a victim, but also as a campaigner who uses his experiences to
save others from suffering in the same way.

The four-part documentary series Salah tells the story of Salah
Abdeslam, the only surviving key figure of the attack on the
Bataclan, and other targets in Paris. From his birth in a warm, loving
family in Molenbeek (Brussels), through his radicalization, to the
part he played in the bloody terrorist attack in France five years ago.
The series takes us, step by step, into the clandestine world where
jihadi leaders recruit small-time criminals for their holy war.
Moreover, it gives an unprecedented insight into the lives of fugitive
terrorists.

CAGED

53’

In CAGED, Laura Vermeire breaks the taboo on anorexia nervosa by
documenting her eating disorder and the path to recovery. At her
lowest point, she weighed 35,8 kg. Her heart could stop beating
any moment. This documentary tells Laura’s story: from happy girl
exploring the world, to an emaciated body and foggy soul. With the
help of experts and the people that are close to her, Laura gives a
deeper insight into how eating disorders might develop. Because it
is not just about (not) wanting to eat. It goes far beyond that.

www.dutch-core.com

5

Kids Docs: My Parents Are Divorced

Image: Safiya The Movie

From That Moment On, Everything Changed 15’
What do you do when your life is suddenly turned upside down? In
the documentary From That Moment On, Everything Changed eight
children bring us to the moment their parents told them they were
getting divorced. In a white studio, the children give colour to their
feelings and thoughts at that crucial moment, and they take us on
the personal rollercoaster in which they suddenly landed. How do
you deal with all these questions, thoughts and emotions that are
running through your head at that moment? And how did these
children managed to deal with this?

Ref! Replacement!

15’

Din is the mid-mid from soccerclub Baardwijk from Waalwijk (The
Netherlands). His parents separated three years ago. A period of
uncertainty, quarrels and unrest followed. Din remained silent and
did not talk about his feelings. He has never told his parents what
this period was like for him. In the movie Ref! Replacement! Din will,
make clear what was going on in his head when his parents got
divorced. Where words are hard to find, soccer takes over. Din is not
much of a talker, he prefers to let his feet speak.

Semi Divorced

15’

The parents of Levin (9) are divorced, but Levin doesn’t understand
what that means exactly. Her parents do go on vacations together
and visit each other often. Sometimes it seems as if they are still
together. Things are very different with the divorced parents of her
friend Hannelore: her parents do everything separately. With the
summer vacations in prospect, Levin sets out to investigate. She
gets help from a drawn wolf. Together they try to find out what
exactly is going on between her parents.

Safiya The Movie

15’

The parents of 11-year-old Safiya divorced when she was very
small. Her father, who was in frequent contact with the police, has
often been absent from her life since then. Something that has
caused young Safiya much grief. Recently, however, her life has
changed completely. Safiya’s mother has a new partner and Safiya
now lives in a new blended family. Together with her bonus sister
and her best friend, she tells us while acting the story of herself
and the two father figures in her life. Will she be able to give both
fathers a place in her heart?
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Science & Technology
Backlight: Freezing Fertility

50’

Image: Technology As Religion

NEW

More and more people postpone having children until later in life,
but this can cause complications. The solution? Freeze your eggs
young and ‘manage’ your fertility. We talk to fertility entrepreneurs,
embryologists, IVF specialists, and researchers. One saw fertility as
a gap in the market and founded Spain’s first egg bank. Another is
concerned about the commercialisation of fertility and is working on
creating the UK’s first not-for-profit ‘fertility service’. One thing they
have in common: they’re all focused on catching up with the human
biological clock.

The Cycle Club

1-month interactive project

Half of the people have a uterus, yet most know little about the
associated hormone cycle. Isn’t that weird? The Cycle Club is an
interactive project that explores the wonderful world of the cycle
live, via Telegram, and does not shy away from taboo. In the closed
environment of their smartphone, participants receive daily videos,
audio messages or infographics that match the moment they are
in their cycle. They can discuss this with each other and exchange
experiences. The four hosts collaborate with gynaecologists and
other hormone experts to explore the cycle.

Backlight: Technology As Religion

50’

In our contemporary society, religion has a new competitor:
Dataism. Dataism is the belief that ultimately everything, including
life itself, is nothing more than data. The philosophy promises a
programmable paradise, in which artificial intelligence can give us
eternal life, happiness and beauty. What does Dataism mean for the
future of religion and spirituality?

Backlight: The Race For A Super Battery

50’

We are rapidly developing ways to generate energy sustainably,
but one of the biggest challenges of energy transition is storage.
Efficient and effective storage is essential if we are to be able to
manage peaks and troughs in wind and solar energy. All over the
world, storage techies and battery pioneers are searching for ways
to store sustainably generated energy. From the development of
fast batteries to storing heat in basalt and salt. And from using iron
powder to carry energy, to constructing enormous towers of blocks
that lift concrete blocks to store and distribute energy.
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Image: From That Moment On, Everything Changed
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