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‘Nepali migrant workers are 
being exploited severely while 
working abroad. These workers 
need to be treated humanely.’ 

- Journalist Rudra Khadka



This year, Qatar is home to the 2022 
FIFA World Cup. However, the state of 
the art stadiums are built by migrant 
workers, often under terrible circum-
stances. Since 2010, more than 1600 
Nepalese workers have died in Qatar. 

Rudra Khadka, a Nepalese journalist 
specializing in migrant work, wants 
to give these people a voice. Most of 
them are from rural areas and are not 

aware of their rights. The documen-
tary The Toll Paid for the World Cup in 
Qatar focusses on Nepalese laborers 
and their stories. These are unique 
testimonies, since many of them are 
paid or threatened not to speak out.



Ramesh Prasad Neupane, father of 
three daughters and a son, worked at 
the Khalifa Stadium in Doha. One day, 
while he was operating a parking 
barrier, a blackout caused the barrier 
to fall on a car. His employer took his 
passport and forced Ramesh work for 
free for 3 years to pay for the 
damages. 

Prakash Basnet’s son Sujan was 
injured while working on a construction 
site in a stadium. When his visa 
expired the hospital turned him out 
and he was send home. Sujan died 
from complications, leaving his father 
heartbroken. The company never 
compensated or even contacted the 
family. 



Beli Maya Thing worked in Qatar to 
support her 3 children. After COVID-19 
hit, she had to spend her savings and 
even borrow money to survive. She is 
still paying off the debt to the people 
who helped her. 

Anil’s father suddenly died from a 
heart attack while working in Qatar. 
After seven days, the family received 
his body in a box. This was a very 
difficult experience for Anil.
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Click on the image to watch the teaser 

https://vimeo.com/737526009/eb2b8bfd9c

