


SYNOPSIS
In the documentary Under Tomorrow’s Sky, architect and 
urbanist Winy Maas takes over the world with his innovative 
designs. It’s a film about a passionate man whose mission is 
to find solutions for the city of the future.

Maas is one of the founders of the prestigious firm MVRDV, a 
company that realises iconic projects around the globe. For 
example, the Tianjin Binhai Library in China and the Depot 
at the Boijmans Van Beuningen Museum in the Netherlands. 
The Depot opens its doors this fall and will be the world’s first 

fully accessible art depository. 

In the documentary, the audience gets an im-
pression of what happens behind the scenes and 
what obstacles Maas and his team have to over-
come to reach their goals. From sincere 
discussions with clients, tough design meetings, 
where Maas sometimes clashes with his collea-
gues, to visiting construction sites. It features the 
honest and ‘raw’ aspects of an architect’s life; 
designs and projects on which months of work 
have already been done and that are cancelled in 
the end.



‘When one realises that the overall world popula-
tion will have grown by 5 billion people in 2050 and 
that most of these people will be living in cities, we 
will have to go up in the sky and design innovative 
ways of high-rise building, where people can live 
and work in a pleasant way.’ – Winy Maas

As professor of architecture, Maas founded The Why Factory. 
With this thinktank consisting of colleagues and students he 
develops concepts to keep cities compact and liveable for 
the future. For instance, one of these ideas is the so-called 
‘high-rise tower of the future’ or Vertical Village; various 
housing styles that are built on top of each other and 
connected by bridges and squares to form an entire 
vertical village. According to Maas, the future urban town-
planning includes a garden, squares, a day-care centre, 
cafés and workspaces at a height of 100 or 150 meters. And 
it’s his dream to see that happen.
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